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Welcome to our first Pharmacy Research UK Research Review. It has been over three years 
since Pharmacy Research UK was first established. As you’ll see in the following pages, 
2015 has been a very fruitful year as we focused our efforts on building capacity for 
pharmacy research in the UK. 

We remain committed to supporting novice and early career researchers, the potential 
future leaders in their field, who are already having an impact on improving pharmacy 
services and patient care. All the projects we currently fund are researcher-led and we are 
excited to be engaging in such a variety of topics and multidisciplinary working. 

We were delighted to partner with the United Kingdom Clinical Pharmacy Association 
(UKCPA) again, through the Clinical Pharmacy Research Grant. Due to the success of the 
award in 2014 and 2015, we have agreed to continue with this collaboration in 2016. We 
will continue to reach out to new partners that share our vision of improving the health of 
the public through excellence in pharmacy research. 

In June, we relocated to our brand new headquarters in East London. The building is 
equipped with the latest in conferencing facilities and we look forward to hosting many 
Pharmacy Research UK events here in the near future.

Our aim is to be approachable, open and engaged with current thought and debate in 
pharmacy and to stimulate this through the generation of new knowledge which will 
influence policy and practice. Our Scientific Advisory Panel continues to provide us with 
scientific leadership and expertise, ensuring that our peer review and project oversight 
meets rigorous quality standards. We are indebted to them for their advice and guidance.  
We look forward to another year supporting researchers who bring pertinent issues nearer 
to, or onto, the policy agenda and who translate findings into arguments and advocacy 
rather than revealing uncontested truth. 

Foreword

Dr. Rachel Joynes
Head of Research and Evaluation, Royal 
Pharmaceutical Society & Pharmacy 
Research UK

Professor Anthony Smith
Chair, Pharmacy Research UK
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Our Vision
Our vision is to improve the health of the public through 
excellence in pharmacy research. We address this long term 
venture by continuing to:

Contents

About Us
Pharmacy Research UK is the principal research charity supporting pharmacists 
and pharmacy to improve healthcare for the benefit of patients and the public.  
Pharmacy Research UK was founded in 2012 to bring about improved efficiency 
and use of funds to current and future beneficiaries.

The organisation is well respected, a member of the Association of Medical 
Research Charities and is hosted by the Royal Pharmaceutical Society.
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Our Trustees
Our Board of Trustees sets strategy, determines priorities, establishes 
funding policies and allocates budgets. 

Professor Anthony Smith, Chair
Anthony has served as Chair of Pharmacy Research UK since it was founded in 2012. He is 
Vice Provost (Education) at University College London. Prior to his appointment at UCL in 
January 2012, Anthony was Principal and Dean of the School of Pharmacy, University of 
London.

Steve Churton, Chair of Finance and Investment Committee
Steve has enjoyed a career devoted to pharmacy. Working for Boots, he held many senior 
level appointments, including that of Superintendent Pharmacist. Latterly, he was elected 
President of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain from 2008 to 2010 and was made a 
Fellow of the Society for services to pharmacy.

Susan Ashelby
Sue’s career has been in hospital clinical pharmacy with experience in education and training 
as well as GP prescribing advice. She has taught at The Welsh School of Pharmacy since 1999.

Martin Astbury
Martin joined the RPSGB Council in 2003 and was Vice President from 2007 to 2010. He 
became the first President of the new RPS in October 2010, a position he held until July 2014.

Anthony Clinch
Tony worked for Unilever PLC in various capacities from 1955 until his retirement. He was 
latterly Director of Finance for The Leverhulme Trust and the Leverhulme Trade Charities 
Trust.

Peter Curphey
Peter has extensive experience in senior management roles within community pharmacy, 
most notably at Boots. He was a Member of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society’s Council 
from 1994 to 2003 and was President from 1997 to 1998. Peter leads the visiting degree 
accreditation team on behalf of the General Pharmaceutical Council (GPhC) Investigation 
Committee.

Brian Edwards
Brian is Emeritus Professor of Health Care Development at the University of Sheffield. Prior 
to this he had an extended career in health services management which included the 
management of a large teaching hospital and two NHS regions.

Ray Jobling
Ray has held a succession of University & College teaching, research, & administrative 
positions  at Cambridge University since 1968. For many years he served as a lay member of 
the RPSGB Council and subsequently of the GPhC from its foundation. He was awarded an 
MBE in 2014 for “services to pharmacy education and regulation.”

Our Scientific Advisory Panel
The Scientific Advisory Panel was established to advise the Board of 
Trustees on the development of Pharmacy Research UK’s research grant 
giving strategy and policies. Our Scientific Advisory Panel also ensures 
independent review of proposals for research funding and makes 
recommendations to the Trustees for allocation of research funds.

Professor Rachel Elliott, Chair
Lord Trent Professor of Medicines and Health, University of Nottingham

Rachel Elliott trained as an industrial pharmacist and was one of the first critical care specialist 
pharmacists in the UK. Her research focus is the application of applied health economics and 
economic evaluation to medicines policy, prescribing and consumption. She is also a Fellow 
of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society. 

Professor Andrew Webster, Vice Chair
Professor Andrew Webster is Director of the Science and Technology Studies Unit (SATSU), 
and Dean of Social Sciences at the University of York. 

Professor Alison Blenkinsopp
Alison is a health services researcher and registered pharmacist, currently Professor of the 
Practice of Pharmacy at University of Bradford’s School of Pharmacy.

Professor Christine Bond
Professor Christine Bond is Professor of Primary Care (Pharmacy) and Head of Centre of 
Academic Primary Care, University of Aberdeen. 

Professor Richard Holland
Professor Richard Holland is the MB BS Course Director and Professor of Public Health 
Medicine, University of East Anglia 

Professor Carmel Hughes
Carmel Hughes is Professor of Primary Care Pharmacy and Director of Research 
(Pharmaceutical Sciences and Practice Cluster) at the School of Pharmacy at Queen’s 
University Belfast. 

For more information on our Scientific Advisory Panel, visit: www.pharmacyresearchuk.org/about-us/our-trustees/ For more information visit: www.pharmacyresearchuk.org/about-us/our-scientific-advisory-panel/

6 7



How We Fund Research What We Fund
Since our launch in 2012 we have funded a combination of 
project grants, research training bursaries and awards relating 
to the practice of pharmacy. 

Pharmacy Research UK currently offers funding through the following 
streams: 

Our Peer Review Process
The peer review procedure applies to all our awards. All applications are externally and 
internally Peer Reviewed to determine a funding decision. PRUK adheres to the guidelines 
set by the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC). The AMRC undertakes an 
audit of its members’ peer review processes every five years. The most recent audit took 
place May to July 2015, which we passed with flying colours.

We seek to understand the way 
professionals, patients and the public think 
about and access medicines and pharmacy 
services. We are guided by a Scientific 
Advisory Panel who ensure rigour in our 
processes and that we achieve our strategic 
goals. Our funding schemes are open to all 
researchers in the UK.

In recent years there have been 
unparalleled opportunities for pharmacists 
to play a pivotal role in the health and 
wellbeing of the public. In particular, 
health services, support to patients to 
manage their medicines at home and as a 
front line provider of health interventions 
and guidance in hospitals and on the High 
Street.

This growth in opportunities is reflected in 
our funded projects, which address issues 
such as such as medicines management 
for people with dementia living in the 
community and the medicines optimisation 
role of pharmacy for young people with 
long term conditions.

The research culture in pharmacy is 
strengthening and through our funding 
of grants and personal Research awards 
Pharmacy Research UK has contributed 
to patient care and improved health 
outcomes. 

Capacity and capability funding schemes
To enable pharmacists to develop their research skills and experience and pursue their 
own research ideas for patient and public benefit. 

The following three awards fall within this category:

Research Training Bursaries for community pharmacists and technicians 
The bursary scheme is intended to support community and primary care 
pharmacists who have an interest in developing their skills in conducting 
research relating to everyday practice. 

Personal Awards 
(Leverhulme Pharmacy Research Award and Galen Award) 
The Purpose of the awards is to develop pharmacy practice research capacity. 
Applications are therefore assessed both in relation to the individual applicant 
and the research project proposed. 

Clinical Pharmacy Research Grant (co-funded by the UKCPA)
The focus of this grant is to support those in their early research careers and 
possibly looking to secure their first project grant as a principal investigator. 

Project grants
PRUK fund research that is relevant to UK pharmacy practice and policy and studies must 
align with the charity’s priority areas. These include: 

Medicines optimisation/pharmaceutical care

Accessing medicines in a modern era

The roles and competencies of pharmacy technicians

Patient and professional experience and understanding pharmacy

The contribution of pharmacy to public health
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In 2015, Pharmacy Research UK successfully awarded over £150k in research funding to six 
researchers. This included an award under our new partnership with the Daphne Jackson 
Trust and a second successful year of joint funding with the UKCPA. 

Researcher Profile
Paul Duell – 2012 and 2015 Leverhulme Personal Research Awards

Paul hopes to become an independent researcher who can act as an advisor on pharmacy issues 
to both local and national organisations. To help him reach this ambition, Paul was awarded a 
Leverhulme Personal Research Award in 2012 in order to undertake a number of short research 
training courses in qualitative and quantitative research methods as an introduction to research.  
He was  successful in securing a second Leverhulme Personal Research Award in 2015 to fund his 
PhD research study. It aims to identify an approach to accurately determine patients’ level of health 
literacy during a medicine related consultation.  

Paul is passionate about the role of pharmacy and is convinced that, “the ability to take an evidence-
based approach [is] vital to effectively argue the case for greater pharmacy integration and 
development.”

Paul is someone with a growing influence on pharmacy practice. He is currently the Chair of the East 
Anglia Pharmacy Professional Network and is a Pharmacy Clinical Advisor to NHS England (Midlands 
and the East). The completion of Paul’s PhD – the purpose of this award – will support his ambition 
to take his local advisory role to a national level.

2015 Awards and Bursaries

Award Investigator Institution Title

Bursary 
Funding

Tahmina Rokib University of 
Sunderland

MSc Clinical Pharmacy

Galen Award Elizabeth Miller University of 
Bradford

A mixed method investigation of community 
pharmacists’ delivery of paliative care services

Leverhulme Paul Duell University of 
East Anglia

Determining patient health literacy during a 
medicine related consultation

Leverhulme Esnath Magola-
Makina

University of 
Manchester

Foundation years in private sector partners - 
exploring transition and developing a mentor-
ing programme for newly qualified community 
pharmacists

Clinical 
Pharmacy 
Research 
Grant

Richard Keers University of 
Manchester

Evaluation of pharmacy TECHnician supported 
MEDication administration rounds (TECHMED) 
on reducing omitted doses: a randomised 
controlled trial and process evaluation in a 
university teaching hospital

Our 2015 research programme 
in numbers

21active projects 
worth over

£622 thousand

6 new 
grants
awarded

21researchers 
working 

in14
institutions across 12 counties in the UK

15 early career 
researchers suported 
by our capacity and 
capability fund
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Partnership in Action
One of our key objectives in 2015 was to concentrate efforts on partnership 
working in order to extend our funding potential, reach and impact. We 
have successfully partnered with a number of organisations in 2015 and 
intend to expand on this success in 2016.

Researcher Profile
Tahmina Rokib – 2015 Research Training Bursary

Tahmina is a young pharmacist committed to expanding her knowledge and practice of 
pharmacy research. In 2015 she was awarded a Research Training Bursary to complete a 
Masters in Clinical Pharmacy. 

After completing her MPharm degree at the University of Sunderland, Tahmina completed 
a post-graduate Diploma in Clinical Pharmacy at Queen’s University Belfast and her 
Practice Certificate in independent prescribing at the University of Sunderland. 

Tahmina completed her pre-registration training at the City Hospitals Sunderland NHS 
Foundation Trust. She started working as clinical pharmacist at Northumbria Healthcare 
Foundation Trust before moving on to her current post in as an Academic Practitioner at 
the University of Sunderland in February 2015. 

Tahmina has a keen interest in applied research and is undertaking a Masters in order to 
develop her knowledge of research design, quantitative and qualitative research methods 
and disseminating and communicating research findings. 

Her research focuses on the attitudes and perceptions of GPs in relation to pharmacist led 
care in general practice and aims to identify any barriers and facilitators to the integration 
of pharmacists in this setting. She states; “The project is pertinent to the advancement 
of the pharmacy profession and could inform the development of frameworks for 
pharmacists working within primary care GP practice teams as well as the development of 
multi-speciality community providers as proposed in the NHS Five Year Forward Review. 
This research is timely given the recent implementation of the government led pilot 
scheme.”

Tahmina hopes to become an independent researcher, leading projects and collaborating 
with colleagues both nationally and internationally, as well as providing leadership and 
mentorship for young pharmacists and undergraduate students who are starting their 
journeys. 

Pictured: University of Sunderland

The Daphne Jackson Trust has helped over 280 women and men return to science, 
technology and engineering careers following an extended career break since it was 
founded in 1992 in memory of the UK’s first female physics professor, Daphne Jackson. 
Fellowships are part-time over two years and support is offered by the Daphne 
Jackson Trust’s Fellowship Advisors and administrative staff, enabling the candidate 
to successfully return to research.

Pharmacy Research UK and Durham University have jointly 
funded a Daphne Jackson Fellowship. The Fellowship will be 
held within the Division of Pharmacy at the School of Medicine, 
Pharmacy and Health at Durham University. The fellowship 
was advertised in 2015 and the successful applicant will be 
announced in 2016. 

“It’s vital for UK science and technology that the skills and talents of our potential workforce 
are exploited to the full, and individuals wishing to return to research after a career break 
represent an untapped pool of talent.

I am delighted that this Fellowship at Durham University, jointly sponsored by Pharmacy 
Research UK, will give someone the opportunity to return to this important research area 
and potentially contribute to improvements in public health.”

- Dr Katie Perry, Chief Executive of the Daphne Jackson Trust
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“As an early career pharmacist researcher, the Clinical Pharmacy Research Grant 
will play a vital role in supporting me to develop my research skills, particularly 
project management, statistical analysis techniques and leadership. I would 
like to offer my gratitude to the UKCPA and PRUK for providing me with this 
opportunity.”

- Dr Richard Keers, 2015 Clinical Pharmacy Research Grant recipient

The UK Clinical Pharmacy Association (UKCPA) was established in 1981 with the 
aim of bringing together like-minded pharmacists from different practice areas to 
share knowledge, research and experiences. 

A member association for clinical pharmacy practitioners, the UKCPA is an affiliated 
group of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society. The Clinical Pharmacy Research Grant 
(co-funded by UKCPA) is for pharmacists wishing to conduct clinical pharmacy 
research projects in the UK.
 
A total of £100,000 was made available to support projects in 2014 and 2015.

The UK Clinical Pharmacy Association (UKCPA) and Pharmacy Research UK are 
continuing their partnership in 2016 to offer two research bursaries of up to 
£20,000 each to support pharmacy practitioners to develop their research skills 
within clinical pharmacy. 

The continued funding of the Clinical Pharmacy Research Grant is a clear 
demonstration of both organisations’ ongoing commitment to supporting 
pharmacists to develop their research skills for the benefit of patients and the 
public.  

“Being involved in research enabled by the UKCPA-PRUK Clinical Pharmacy Research 
Grant has provided many benefits. The opportunity has enabled us to attend 
conferences, develop our research skills and meet other researchers, which in turn has 
developed our confidence in carrying out research. The journey undertaken with this 
project so far has increased our knowledge and understanding of project and research 
management, the difficulties that can be encountered and how we circumvent these. 
We are now starting to enjoy the fruits of our labour as we conduct our participant 
interviews and hear the interesting and thought provoking experiences and opinions 
of our participants as we explore our research question.”

- Dr. Gemma Donovan, 2014 grant recipient

The Leverhulme Trade Charities was established in 1925, 
by Will of William Hesketh Lever, who left a share of his 
wealth to provide grants for the benefit of chemists, 
grocers and commercial travellers and for their families. 
The Trust supports our Research Training Bursaries and 
Personal Research Award schemes.

“We are delighted to continue our research funding again with 
PRUK in 2016. We continue to be committed to supporting the 
pharmacy profession to develop research capacity. We hope 
that these smaller grants will encourage novice researchers 
within the profession to take their first steps towards getting 
involved in research whilst ensuring that they have sufficient 
support and advice to ensure a successful project.  We strongly 
encourage the inclusion of formal and informal research 
training and mentorship, and research teams which include an 
academic partner.”

- Dr Sarah Carter, General Secretary of UKCPA

The Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) is the professional membership body for 
pharmacists and pharmacy in Great Britain. 

They lead and promote the advancement of science, practice and education in 
pharmacy to shape and influence the future delivery of pharmacy driven services. 
They support and empower their members to improve health outcomes for 
society through research, professional guidance, networks and resources. RPS 
hosts Pharmacy Research UK and its staff.

14 15



Research Impact
Since we were established in 2012, we have made significant investments 
on research activity. We use a system called Researchfish™ to collect 
information on the outcome of all our research grants.

Our researchers have reported 32 publications.

19 unique publications

13 published conference proceedings

Since 2014, £100k committed to 
partnership funding with the UKCPA 
to support two clinical pharmacists 
embarking on their first project as 
principal investigator. 

£50k PRUK

£50k UKCPA

We have awarded nearly £1.2 million in research grants 
and awards to fund capacity and capability.

£237k Personal Awards

£49k Clinical Pharmacy Research Grants

£114k Research Training Bursaries

£788k Project Grants

Over 20 pharmacists have been supported 
by Pharmacy Research UK to develop 
their research skills and obtain a range of 
qualifications. We have committed over 
£350k to develop capacity in the profession, 
including contributions to the completion of 
PhDs, funding over 10 Masters Courses and 
numerous other short research courses. 

Our research has explored large scale 
issues of national interest through to 
smaller projects that have informed 
local practice and provided platforms 
for further investigation.

We have funded 37 projects, contributing 
significantly to the development of individual 
pharmacists and the practice of pharmacy. 

For every £1 of Pharmacy Research 
UK investments, the projects reported 
were able to secure £2 of additional 
funding. 

£1 £2
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London
Institution: University College 
London, London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
Number of researchers funded: 2
Project start dates: August 2013, 
June 2014 

Our Projects

Aberdeen
Institution: Robert Gordon University
Number of researchers funded: 1
Project start date: September 2014

Sunderland
Institution: University of Sunderland
Number of researchers funded: 1
Project start date: October 2015

Cardiff
Institution: Cardiff University
Number of researchers funded: 1 
Project start date: May 2014

Reading
Institution: University of Reading, 
Number of researchers funded: 1
Project start dates March 2012

Bath
Institution: University of Bath, 
Number of researchers funded: 1
Project start date: August 2013

Birmingham
Institution: Aston University, 
Number of researchers funded: 1
Project start date: August 2013

Preston
Institution: University of Central 
Lancashire
Number of researchers funded: 1
Project start date: May 2014

Norwich
Institution: University of East 
Anglia
Number of researchers funded: 2
Project start dates: June 2014, 
September 2015

Manchester
Institution: University of Manchester 
Number of researchers funded: 3
Project start dates: August 2013, 
September 2014, October 2015

Sheffield
Institution: Sheffield University, 
Number of researchers funded: 1
Project start date: September 2014

Bradford
Institution: University of Bradford
Number of researchers funded: 1
Project start date: December 2015

Leeds
Institution: Leeds Teaching Hospital 
NHS Trust 
Number of researchers funded: 1
Project start date: October 2011

Our research has explored large scale issues of national interest through to smaller 
projects that have informed local practice.

Researcher Profile
Esnath Magola-Makina - 2014 and 2015 Personal 
Research Awards

Esnath is a budding researcher with her eyes set on an 
academic career. She was awarded a Personal Research Award 
in 2014 to fund the first year of her project as part of a PhD 
studentship. She was awarded a second Personal Research 
Award in 2015 to cover the second phase of her project.
 
Esnath graduated from the University of Manchester in 2002 
and registered as a pharmacist in 2003. She has worked in 
various community pharmacy settings. Her career in academia 
began in 2010 when she took an Honorary Lecturer post at 
Manchester Pharmacy School soon after completing her MSc in Community Pharmacy. 
She secured a Research Associate post at the University of Manchester in January 2013 
and began developing a research proposal for a PhD project in 2014. Esnath still works 
part-time as a practitioner for Boots the Chemist and teaches on modules for Years 1, 3 
and 4 of the MPharm degree at Manchester Pharmacy School. Esnath’s project explores 
transition and the development of a peer support intervention for novice (newly 
qualified) community pharmacists. She states “securing this award will provide research 
training, grant writing and project management skills, as well as the experience needed 
to make me a well-rounded independent researcher.’’
 
Her success in being awarded this funding has allowed her to focus on developing 
her research skills whilst adding new knowledge to inform the pharmacy profession. 
She plans to remain in academia and develop a traditional joint teaching and research 
focused academic career in the education of healthcare professionals.

Researcher Profile
Sadaf Quereshi - 2011 Research Training Bursary

Sadaf was awarded a Research Training Bursary in 2011 to 
undertake a Masters in Health Economics and Policy.  Sadaf 
successfully completed the Masters in 2014. She currently 
works as a NICE Audit Pharmacist at the NHS Southern 
Derbyshire Clinical Commissioning Group. 

Sadaf states; “The bursary was invaluable. Without it I would 
not have been able to undertake a Masters course. In my day-
to-day life it has helped me understand the importance of 
health economics under the current NHS financial situation. 
In the future I would like to further pursue my interest in health economics through a 
research post”. 
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HSRPP Conference
Pharmacy Research UK is proud to co-host the Health Services Research 
and Pharmacy Practice Conference (HSRPP). The conference has been held 
over two days, annually, for the past 22 years. 

We are committed to embracing change, development and innovation and to supporting 
young researchers. As such, the HSRPP conference places particular emphasis on 
disseminating the work of early career pharmacy practice researchers. The conference 
has a global reach and its papers are published in the prestigious International Journal of 
Pharmacy Practice.

The 2015 HSRPP Conference was held at Queen’s University Belfast on 16th and 17th 
April, 2015 and attended by over 100 delegates. The conference was a great success and 
delegates enjoyed a number of engaging key note speakers and workshops. Our team 
were pleased to run a workshop focused on using the RPS Faculty Advanced Pharmacy 
Framework to support professional development. A number of our past and current 
Pharmacy Research UK funded researchers also presented oral and poster presentations 
at the event. 

The 2016 conference will be hosted by the University of Reading. 

Pictured: Queen’s University Belfast, host of the 2015 HSRPP.

2015 Team Highlights
It has been a busy year at Pharmacy Research UK, with plenty of highlights 
to choose from. Below, is a short list of our team’s highlights from 2015:

“I have attended HSRPP for several years and this was the best organised and 
best hosted. Many congratulations to the organisers, hosts, accommodation 
and catering providers” - 2015 Conference delegate

“It was a great conference - very well organised and most enjoyable!” 
- 2015 Conference delegate

We delivered a workshop on ‘Research fundamentals for community 
pharmacists: getting started and engaging with the research community’ 
at the annual RPS conference. The purpose of the session was to demistify 
research and evaluation for patient-facing pharmacists. 

We co-led a workshop on ‘Research fundamentals: getting into research and 
developing your career’ at the UKCPA annual conference. The purpose of the 
session was to encourage pharmacists to recognise research and evaluation 
activity within their current roles. 

We sponsored the 2015 RPS Pharmacy Research UK Award. The winner, Dr 
David Alldred, received a £1,000 cheque from the charity and delivered a 
lecture titled ‘Optimising medicines for older care home residents: now and 
the future.’

We sponsored the South Wales Local Practice Forums research and evaluation 
evening. The aim of the event was to showcase local examples of research, 
service evaluation and audit undertaken by practicing community, primary 
care or hospital pharmacists who have improved services for patients. It was a 
great opportunity to network and collaborate with others involved in research 
in South Wales and to see how local examples of research are used to inform 
pharmacy practice and improve services.

Left to right: A presentation at the South Wales Local Practice Forum’s research and evaluation evening; A showcase of local research initiatives at the 
South Wales Local Practice Forum’s research and evaluation evening; Researcher Gemma Donovan at the UKCPA annual conference; The 2015 RPS 
Awards, where Dr David Alldred received the PRUK Award.
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2016 and Beyond...
Pharmacy Research UK aims to improve the health of the public through 
excellence in pharmacy research. Building on the opportunities and 
challenges identified in 2015 we will consolidate existing programmes and 
target growth in key areas. We will:

Fundraise to increase revenue in order to fund expansion of activity. 

Provide competitive funding opportunities to build researcher capacity across 
the UK through research awards and project grants. 

Review our research strategy to increase the reach and awareness of the charity 
through new models of communication and define research funding priorities 
for pharmacy professionals. 

Develop a research funding approach with key strategic partners and explore 
strategic themes for joint funding of priority areas. 

Develop and embed patient and public involvement methodology in our 
governance and activities. 

Deliver the 2016 HSRPP conference in Reading and begin work for the 2017 
HSRPP conference in Nottingham. 

Deliver our research showcase event, ‘Celebrating Research Excellence,’ in May. 

Promote knowledge and sharing of best practise through improved 
communication mechanisms.  

The team here at Pharmacy Research UK are delighted to have shared our impacts and 
successes with you through this, our first annual review. While looking back, we remain 
focussed on the future with exciting developments in the pipeline.

This last year, we were proud to be awarded a best practice certificate from the Association 
of Medical Research Charities (AMRC) for the rigour and excellence of our research review 
processes. Looking to 2016 and beyond, we will embed the expertise of patients and the 
public in our activities and processes and will support our researchers in ensuring that 
patients are not only involved in the design of their research but also become key partners 
in ongoing work.

2015 saw our first steps towards engaging in research policy, working to improve the 
national landscape and infrastructure for pharmacy research and education. Building on 
this work, we will leverage the impact of our research in the UK policy environment to 
promote the role of pharmacy and the activities of pharmacists across sectors in 2016.

It is an absolute privilege to work with pharmacy researchers across the UK, regardless 
of their career sector or stage and to support them on their research journey. We will 
continue to support and celebrate their successes, delivering our first research showcase 
event, ‘Celebrating Research Excellence,’ in May 2016.

In our lifetime we have invested over £1.2M in the UK pharmacy research base. As the only 
dedicated national funder of capacity building in pharmacy research we simply cannot do 
our work without your support and that of our partners. The ongoing support given to us 
by the RPS is invaluable, not only in hosting the organistation but also in supporting and 
highlighting our activities to the pharmacy profession. Our continued partnerships with 
leading UK organisations, including UKCPA and the Daphne Jackson Trust, and the support 
recieved from our new partners (such as the British Oncology Pharmacy Association) are 
equally vital to our future success.

As we evolve our funding strategy we look to work with other charities and organisations 
across England and the devolved nations in order to provide much needed support for 
pharmacy research and to raise the profile of pharmacy.

Overall, 2016 holds exciting opportunities for Pharmacy Research UK through our research 
funding, policy work and new strategies for involving patients and the public in our work.

We look forward to sharing our progress with you in future years!

Dr. Rachel Joynes

Head of Research and Evaluation, 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society and Pharmacy Research UK
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